CORPORATE PROFILE & HISTORY

Kingston Technology Corporation

Evolution of the World Leader in Independent Flash Memory & DataTraveler® Pen Drives

Founders John Tu & David Sun

Founded October 17, 1987

Headquarters Fountain Valley, California, United States

Flagship USB Brands DataTraveler®, IronKey™, Kingston FURY ™

Industry Position World's #1 Independent Third-Party DRAM & Channel USB/SSD Supplier
Global Footprint Manufacturing facilities in USA, Taiwan, China, and Vietnam

I 1. Executive Summary & Company Origins

Founded during a severe industry shortage of surface-mount memory chips in 1987, Kingston Technology
Corporation was established by Chinese-American immigrants and engineers John Tu and David Sun. Operating
out of California, they engineered a revolutionary Single In-Line Memory Module (SIMM) that utilized legacy, readily
available through-hole components to meet urgent market demand.

Over the past four decades, Kingston has evolved from a single-product memory module startup into a multi-billion-
dollar global semiconductor powerhouse. Today, Kingston is universally recognized as the world's leading
independent manufacturer of memory modules, DRAM, solid-state drives (SSDs), and USB flash pen drives.

Did You Know? The company name "Kingston" was inspired by the popular music group The Kingston Trio,
reflecting founder John Tu’s personal love for music.

2. Timeline of USB Flash Drive & Flash Memory Milestones

As personal computing moved away from legacy optical CDs and floppy disks in the early 2000s, Kingston
positioned itself at the forefront of the portable NAND flash storage revolution:

* 2002 — The Launch of DataTraveler®: Kingston launched its trademark line of DataTraveler® portable USB
flash drives, which quickly became the standard for portable storage across personal and commercial
computing.

* 2008 — High-Speed USB 3.0: Transitioned controller architecture to high-speed USB 3.0 standards,
dramatically cutting transfer times for large digital media files.

* 2013 — The World's First 1 Terabyte Drive: Unveiled the DataTraveler HyperX Predator 1TB, the world's
largest capacity USB flash drive at the time.

* 2016 — Acquisition of IronKey™: Kingston acquired the USB security division of Imation (IronKey),
consolidating its dominance in hardware-encrypted, high-security enterprise storage.

* 2017 — Breakthrough 2 Terabyte Capacity: Released the DataTraveler Ultimate GT 2TB, doubling portable
USB storage limits once again.
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*2021-2026 — Gen 2 High-Speed & USB-C Integration: Rolled out high-performance USB 3.2 Gen 2
architectures delivering speeds up to 1,000 MB/s along with native dual-connector (Type-A and Type-C) pen
drives.

I 3. Product Portfolio Architecture

Kingston's pen drive offerings are carefully segmented into distinct product lines optimized for everyday
consumers, power users, and military/enterprise compliance.

. Typical
Series Target Market Key Features & Speeds .
Capacities
DataTraveler® Students, general office, USB 3.2 Gen 1 (Up to 5 Gbps), protective 32 GB - 256
Exodia | Swivel daily consumer use caps or swivel housings GB
DataTraveler® Max / Content creators, IT USB 3.2 Gen 2 (Up to 1,000 MB/s read), 256 GB— 1 TB
MicroDuo managers, dual-device users ~ Dual USB Type-A and Type-C connectors

. FIPS 140-3 Level 3, 256-bit AES-XTS
IronKey™ Enterprise Government, defense, legal, . i 8 GB -512
i ] hardware encryption, physical keypads,
Series banking, healthcare GB
waterproof

I 4. Engineering & Quality Control Standards

Unlike white-label and budget flash storage re-branders, Kingston maintains complete control over its
manufacturing supply chain and testing pipelines:

» 100% Quality Testing: Every single cell and NAND memory batch undergoes multi-stage testing before leaving
the factory floor to ensure near-zero failure rates.

» Advanced Controller Algorithms: Built-in Wear-Leveling and Bad Block Management algorithms maximize
total write cycles and overall lifetime drive endurance.

« Custom B2B Pre-loading: Offers enterprise branding, logo laser etching, and customized read-only partition
creation for software deployment.

I 5. Authenticity Guidelines (Spotting Genuine vs. Fake)

To verify original Kingston pen drives, inspect these key characteristics:

1. Phantom Color-Shift Label: Original packaging features dynamic security labels that shift
colors (e.g., green to magenta) when tilted under direct light.

2. Connector Etching: Genuine Kingston USB drives have the capacity, model number,
and country of origin directly laser-etched onto the metal USB plug casing.

3. NZGEINGA 5-Year Limited Warranty: Original DataTraveler drives carry Kingston's official 5-year
warranty backed by global service centers.
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